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AGIS Center for Arts and Humanities Inc., a non-profit corporation, has its headquarter and operations in the greater Wash-
ington, D.C. metropolitan area. The mission of the AGIS Center is to promote, sponsor, and support distinguished arts and
cultural activities as well as scholastic programs to promote the exchange of ideas and understanding between people from
diverse culture and heritages.

In the past few years, AGIS Center initiated and organized a number of outstanding arts, cultural, and educational events for
the enjoyment of people residing in the Washington metropolitan area. These activities received close cooperation from vari-
ous local community organizations as well as the support from U.S. and Chinese Governments.

The members of the AGIS Center Executive Board, all volunteers, hold a variety of professional and management positions in
academic, business, and governmental sectors. They are also well recognized leaders in social and community services in the
Washington metropolitan area.

AGIS Center was awarded for Outstanding Community Services many times by the Governor of the State of Maryland, the
General Assembly of the State of Maryland, and the District of Columbia. AGIS Center takes the pride in being able to pres-
ent world-class Chinese and American artists to the center stage of the Nation’s Capital. AGIS Center will continue its vigor-
ous efforts in serving communities and improving the life quality for all.
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Concert Staff

Executive Producer: Jon Liu

Production Director: Yirui Mu

Marketing Director: Qiyun Wang, Mei Lu, Yun Zheng

Production Staff: Qiufu Xu, Jing Bai, Chenglan Su, Guofu Ma, Jing Yin
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Piano Recital
W EE 2= 2L Winner of

Van Cliburn International Piano Competition
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China Y ternational Piano Competition
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7:30 pm, 17 January 2006
Robert E. Parilla Performing Arts Center
Montgomery College, Rockville, MD 20850



PROGRAM
7:30 pm, January 17, 2006
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Sonata in E flat, op. 7 Beethoven
Two Waltzes Frédéric Chopin
Ballade in F minor Frédéric Chopin

~~~ INTERMISSION -~~~

Excursions, no.1, 3, 4. Barber

“A Hundred Birds Paying Homage to the Phoenix”
(A S EIR)

Spanish Rhapsody

Jianzhong Wang (ed.)

Franz Liszt

Crrtic Reviews, SA CHEN
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“Sa Chen...played with authority and élan. A radiant tone and fastidious attention to color and balance...were
evident from the opening of Beethoven’s A-flat major Sonata...Ravel’s Gaspard de la nuit was riveting start to finish.
A genuinely diabolical ‘Scarbo’ rose to a hair-raising climax.”

Scott Cantrell
Dallas Morning News

“You don’t get this far in a competition without proving your technical mettle, and not only does Chen have fin-
gers, but also her fingers have brains.”

Jed Distler

Classics Today

“[Sa Chen] is one of the Cliburn’s most polished and fearless competitors.”
Andrew Marton
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

‘A brilliant pianist....’

Emmanuel Ax, pianist
‘Played like an angel from heaven’

Paul Badura Skoda, pianist

“I have never heard such good Chopin’s sonata.”
Joseph Kalichstein, juror of the 12* Van Cliburn International Piano Competition, pianist
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éﬁz “Chen

Pianist

On June 5, 2005, Ms. Chen was awarded third prize and became
the first recipient of the Crystal Award from China at the Twelfth
Van Cliburn International Piano Competition. In addition to a cash
prize, the award included three years of U.S. concert engagements,
and a compact disc recording on the harmonia mundi usa label.
Born into a musical family in Henan, China, Sa Chen shares with
Lang Lang and Yundi Li the distinction of being named one of the
top three Chinese virtuoso pianists today by the legendary artist and
teacher Fou Ts'Ong: “I will be happy if they do better than me.”

When Ms. Chen was still a teenager, she was named first-prize win-
ner of the 1994 China International Piano Competition. Winning
fourth prize in the Leeds International Piano Competition 1996
as the youngest contestant in the competition, marked the begin-
ning of Sa Chen’s international career. Also a top prize winner of
the 2000 Chopin Competition, she has fast become known to au-
diences throughout Europe and Asia over the last decade. She has
collaborated with the Berne, Birmingham, Shanghai, and Latvian
Symphony Orchestras, as well as the China, Israel, Strasbourg, and
Warsaw Philharmonic Orchestras. In recital, she has appeared in
prestigious venues in major cultural capitals worldwide including
Basel, Berlin, Copenhagen, London, Milan, Minneapolis, Sydney,
and Vancouver. A frequent guest artist in Japan, Ms. Chen was
among those artists featured in the prestigious 2002 Tokyo series,
“The 100 Great Pianists of the Twentieth Century.” She has been
invited to perform with Gidon Kremer and Nicolaj Znaider at the
Kronberg and Lockenhaus Chamber Music Festivals and has also
participated at the Duszniki (Poland) Chopin Festival, Le Musiques
festival in France and the Beijing Music Festival and Gulangyu Piano
Festivals in China.

During the 2005-06 concert season, Sa Chen will tour the United
States on several occasions including appearances with the Pacific,
Springfield (MO), Tupelo, and Yakima Symphony Orchestras as
well as the National Symphony Orchestra of Santo Domingo. Re-
cital engagements take her to Burlington, Flint, New Orleans, San
Antonio and Steamboat Springs. Upcoming international engage-
ments include concerts with Israel Philharmonic Orchestra, recitals
in Hamburg and Milan and a tour of Japan. In her native country,
Ms. Chen will again appear at the Beijing International Music Festi-
val tour with the Zurich Chamber Orchestra.

Ms. Chen’s debut disc Chopin Impression was released in 2003 un-
der the JVC label. Her prize-winning performances of Ravel’s “Gas-
pard de la Nuit” and Liszt’s Spanish Rhapsody at the 2005 Cliburn
Competition is among the works included on the harmonia mundi
disc released in Fall 2005. She also appears in In the Heart of Music,
the film documentary about the 2005 Cliburn Competition, which
aired on PBS stations across the United States throughout October
2005. Having begun her musical studies at the Sichuan Conserva-
tory of Music and the Shenzhen School of Arts, Sa Chen was offered
a scholarship to the Guildhall School of Music and Drama in Lon-
don following her success at the Leeds Competition in 1996. Since
2001, she has been studying with Arie Vardi at the Hochschule fiir
Musik und Theater in Hannover.



